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Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) was developed by Roger Fowler and Gunther 
Kress in the late 1970s and early 1980s. It takes as its objects of study news reports, 
public discourses, official documents and non-literature discourses. It attaches great 
importance to the analysis of production, transmission and reception of discourse 
under social and historical backgrounds, to reveal the relations among language, power, 
and ideology. The major methodological resource of CDA is Halliday’s 
systemic-functional linguistics. In this regard, the present thesis adopts Fairclough’s 
three-dimensional model in CDA and systemic-functional linguistics to study President 
Kennedy’s inaugural address in order to reveal its underlying ideology. It also aims to 
explore how the language producers use language to convey their ideology and 
exercise the power to help achieving the political purposes. 
Most of the chosen discourses for CDA analysis in China are news reports, the 
present author has nevertheless chosen public political speech. Based on Halliday’s 
Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) and Fairclough’s three-dimensional model in 
CDA, the present study develops a framework for understanding and analyzing the 
political discourse at two levels: textual and intertextual. To exemplify the function and 
effectiveness of the framework, the present author first uses SFG to describe the 
formal features of the data in terms of three metafunctions: description，interpretation 
and textual  Then, the author interprets how these linguistic features are produced and 
presented. The questions in focus are: “Who is involved and in what relations?”  
“What is the role of language in what is going on?” In the third phase, the author 
explores the social context and the relations between social power and the discourse 
with the purpose to explain why Kennedy delivered such a speech. 
The current research intends to provide a different perspective of discourse 
analysis. It is hoped that the research findings will also produce pedagogical 
implications, providing language teachers and learners with a different perspective of 
analyzing language, thus helping them to develop a critical awareness in language and 
a realization of the ideological function embedded in language.  
 



















批评性话语分析是自上世纪七十年代末八十年代初由以 Roger Fowler 和
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Chapter One Introduction 
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Chapter One Introduction 
 
1.1 CDA Approach to Speech Studies 
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is the outgrowth of the work of the British and 
Australian pioneers of critical linguistics. It has increasingly become the standard 
approach to the analysis of political speech. “CDA is more a shared perspective than a 
school or a methodology. It has an explicit social political agenda, a concern to 
discover and bear witness to unequal relations of power which underlie ways of talking 
in reproducing or challenging sociopolitical dominance.” (Bell，1995:24) The goal of 
CDA is to denaturalize ideologies that have become naturalized. Wodak states that the 
purpose of CDA is to make transparent the structural relationships of dominance, 
discrimination, power and control as manifested in language. CDA lays stress not only 
on the structures and meanings, but also on its application in a social context. It aims to 
use analysis not only to reveal structures of domination, but also to effect change in the 
way power is wielded, maintained and reproduced in social organizations and relations. 
In CDA, the term ‘critical’ is related to the analysis and the uncovering of covert 
ideological intent in texts in general. 
Since the mid 1990s when CDA was introduced to China by Chen Zhongzhu, 
more Chinese linguists have conducted research in this field. However, most of them 
have tried to introduce a Western approach, just remaining on the theoretical level. A 
few of them have adopted the theory to analyze discourses, but most discourses chosen 
are news reports. Therefore, the author attempts to choose another kind of discourse, a 
political speech for the research. 
The present study adopts Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework of critical 
discourse analysis, which comprises three stages: description, interpretation and 
explanation. It also applies Halliday’s metafunctional model of discourse analysis 
focusing on the analysis of vocabulary, transitivity system, transformation, mood, 
modality, and pronoun etc. in the speech. Two questions will be answered herein: 
(1). How does the speaker use the vocabulary, transitivity system, transformation, 
mood and pronoun to realize ideational functions, interpersonal functions and textual 















(2). How do social power and ideology construct and control the speech process? 
 
1.2 Goal and Significance of the Research 
The aim of the study was to determine if there is a practical method that can be 
used to reveal the ideology concealed in a political speech and to point out politicians’ 
manipulation of linguistics tools to accomplish their purpose.   
According to Fairclough and Wodak, discourse does ideological work. It 
constitutes society and culture, as well as being constituted by them. Therefore, 
drawing on the theory of Critical Discourse Analysis as a theoretical foundation, the 
author intends to provide a practical method of revealing the ideology concealed in 
political speech. It will reveal the hidden relationship between language and ideology 
in political discourse and, by analyzing Kennedy’s speech, show how politicians take 
advantage of linguistic tools to achieve their purposes. At the same time, a proposal 
with the aim of raising students’ critical language awareness in EFL learning is put 
forward.  
When talking about political speeches, people usually pay more attention to the 
“excellent speech skills”, but not to the aims and methods behind them. When people 
read or heard something, frequently, they just passively accepted the producer’s ideas 
or beliefs without rethinking about them. Questions such as “Is it really true?” and 
“Why did he/she express that kind of view?” were hardly noticed by us. Thus the 
thesis also intends to raise and foster people’s critical awareness, help them cultivate 
their sensitivity to the controlling power of the discourse over them and develop their 
critical reading ability. 
The significance of this study, therefore, lies in its development of an analytical 
framework which aims to analyze political discourse at two levels: the textual level 
and the intertextual level. In addition, it tries to provide readers or English learners 
with a different perspective of analyzing language.  
Finally, the critical discourse analysis of the speech discourse is fundamentally 
based on the Systemic Functional Grammar, at the heart of which is the view that 
language is a social process. The analysis focuses on the internal features and external 
effects of the discourse. This critical viewpoint of the discourse is comprehensive and 
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